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magical nor essentially epochal about the age of eleven. In
temperate climates the child is still at the pre-adolescent stage.
The relevant fact, so far as school organization is concerned, is
that at the age of eleven he should have learnt to read matter
within his comprehension, to write simple English, to spell
such words as he can intelligently use, to perform the common
operations of arithmetic, and be, generally speaking, ready for a
new start in His school career. Experience has shown, more-
over, that if this new start is to be made in a new and unaccus-
tomed environment, the change had better take place before
the age of twelve than after.1 At this age, which may con-
veniently be called 11+, there comes to an end what may
properly be called the child's elementary education. And since
the term "elementary education" has for a long time been used
to mean something different from this, it is better to drop the
term altogether, and to think of the age 11-12 years as dividing
the primary from the post-primary period of education. The
use of the term "primary" has the advantage that it is the
proper correlate of "secondary," whereas "elementary" is the
proper correlate of "advanced."
There are three ways of conceiving the relation between the
primary and the post-primary period in a national scheme of
education, and all these ways have in fact been practised. The
American tradition has been to make the relation a continuous
one, the years 6-14 being spent in the common school, and the
years 14-18 in the high school. In Germany, before the first
world war there was, as became a country in which the caste
spirit was extremely strong, practically no connection between
the two; a child who entered the people's school at 6 remained
there until he was 14, and the child whose parents could afford
a secondary education entered a secondary school at the age of
9, remaining there from six to nine years. There was no open
1 No reference is here made to the cataclysmic change from the home
environment to that of a boarding-school*